[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

Bridging the Gap: Departmentalization in 4th and 5th Grade

For the past three years, St. Simon Parish School has utilized a departmentalized scheduling model in the 4th and 5th grade classes.  While traditionally, most elementary school students received their education with a single teacher who taught the core subjects (Math, Language Arts, Religion, Social Studies and Science), this model addresses the drawbacks of the self-contained classroom.   

What is Departmentalization?
In a departmentalized setting, teachers teach in their area of specialization and students have different teachers for each core subject; this means that 4th and 5th grade students have their homeroom teacher instruct them in language arts and one other core subject.  

While some parents are concerned that the number of teachers the students now must work with increases dramatically from 3rd to 4th grade, this is not the case as the students only have an additional teacher for three core subjects (as language arts and one core subject will be taught by their homeroom teacher).  The most critical benefit of this model is that it decreases the transition difficulties that students can run into as they move into middle school directly from a traditional self-contained classroom.

How does it work at St. Simon Parish School?
The departmentalization model used at St. Simon differs from most other schools in several key respects. First, students do not move between classrooms, but rather have the individual subject matter teacher come to their homeroom; this, in turn, cuts down on transition time and helps students with their organization skills (e.g., ready access to their materials, the same homework board is in one place).  Second, the students in 4th and 5th grade have the same teachers for the two years, which enhances the ability of teachers to know students strengths and weaknesses, and adapt their learning plan to better meet the needs of students.  

Finally, we utilize several organizational strategies that assist both students and parents in managing the transition from a self-contained classroom.  Through the use of centralized homework class page for each grade, weekly teacher email updates and a centralized email address for all 4th and 5th grade teachers (45teachers@stsimon.org), we are better able to carry out an essential aspect of our partnership with families: communication. 

Why do we use this model at St. Simon?
There are often questions from parents of children experiencing departmentalization for the first time: Why use a new model? What was wrong with what we did in the past? Will my child be able to adapt to having more than one teacher?  The decision to implement a departmentalization model at St. Simon was not done as an experiment or to go along with fads in educational theory, but rather to effectively address emerging changes that have impacted education -- from increasingly complex content standards to better harnessing the specialized talents of our faculty.  

With departmentalization, our teachers are better able to utilize instructional time, plan more content-rich lessons, and better monitor student progress over the course of the key transition years into middle school.  Though this model has evolved and will continue to be developed, we welcome your questions and any input you may have.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to discuss this program with your child’s homeroom teacher or the Vice Principal, Steve Rummell at srummell@stsimon.org. 
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