Life Skills
2008-2009 

Mission Statement
Educating children to know, love, and serve God and His world

	Instructor:
	Mr. Clayton Miller

	Phone:
	(650) 968-9952 Ext. 38

	Email:
	cmiller@stsimon.org



Course Overview and Description
The Life Skills course is based around three fundamental skills from which all other skills can be built: communication, decision making, and goal setting.  These core skills are used every day and are important for student’s success in life.  Students will learn the importance of non-verbal messages, how to be an active listener, and how to constructively express their opinions.  Students will also be able to make educated, short-term decisions day to day as well as decisions that may affect them later on in life.  Finally, students will recognize the importance of having goals and how to identify and set both short-term and long-term goals.  This curriculum will be centered around the following school wide learning expectations: Spiritual, Academically Prepared, Inquisitive, Neighborly, Trustworthy, Strong.

Course Outcomes and Objectives
Throughout this course, students will develop the following concepts and skills:
1. Self-confidence, responsibility, and respect for self and others
2. Teamwork, effective communication, and assertive behavior
3. Decision making and problem solving
4. Setting and achieving goals and planning for the future
5. Maintaining a positive attitude
6. Study and test-taking techniques
7. Conflict resolution and time and stress management

Required Materials
Students will bring the following materials every day to class:
1. Pencil, pen, and red pen
2. Previous night’s homework
3. 3 Ring Binder with dividers (Containing lined binder paper, homework, all returned assignments and class notes)

Homework Policy
Homework should have the student name, assignment #, period, and date in the top right hand corner of the page.
1. Homework is considered late if not completed before class starts.
2. Homework may be turned in the following day (not the next time class meets) for a 25% deduction.
3. Late homework is not accepted if more than 1 day late.  In the case of an absence due to illness, homework is to be turned in the following class meeting.
4. Write neatly in full and complete sentences.
5. All work will be completed in pen or pencil.
6. Any evidence of copying homework assignments will result in a grade of 0 points and a referral.

Absences
The student is always responsible for what we do in class—regardless of your reason for being absent.
1. If you miss a class because of a school-sponsored event, it is as if you were in class that day.  Check with your classmates or check the assignment website to find out what you have missed.
2. If you are absent the day before a test/quiz you will still be required to take the test/quiz.
3. All missed tests and quizzes must be made up before the end of the next class meeting.

Grading Requirements
	Homework
	50%

	Participation
	50%



This class is pass/no pass (P/NP).  In order to pass, the student will be required to complete the homework on time and participate in every class.  Each student is expected to be an active member of the class and contribute to all class discussions.

Classroom Policy
1. GOLDEN RULE: “treat others as you would like to be treated”
2. Be in your seat before the bell rings
3. Be ready to learn, listen, and participate in class
4. Raise your hand if you have a comment or a question and wait to be called on
5. Bathroom privileges (Be sure to take pass, 2 students at a time)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I have read this course information sheet and understand what my responsibilities as a student are in this class.  I also understand the consequences for failing to follow the instructions set forth in this course sheet.





Student’s signature___________________________________________________Date______________________





Parent’s signature____________________________________________________Date______________________
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