International Update
Ms. Marshall’s 2nd Grade Class
January 9th- 13th, 2012

What are we learning?

Language Arts:
We are wrapping up Unit 3 with the autobiographical story, Stirring Up Memories. Through this story, students will look at how writing is one way to tell stories about one’s life and experiences. Our comprehension strategy this week is generating questions. When readers generate questions they ask themselves clarifying questions as they read (e.g., why, what if, how). They might ask questions about the characters and events in a story or about information in a selection. Then they look for answers to their questions as they read. Generating questions helps us understand what we read. In addition to that, we will be looking at the skill of drawing conclusions, which means that readers make decisions about what they are reading based on the main idea, facts, details, picture clues and on what they already know. Restating facts and details in text helps us clarify and organize our ideas so that we can draw conclusions about information that is not stated by the author. 
The grammar focus is on sentence combining and punctuation. 
We started cursive writing last Friday by looking at the basic strokes and keys to legibility. I sent home a packet of information on the fundamentals of cursive writing for you to keep and refer to throughout the year. This week, we will be practicing the letters: i, t, u, and w.
Lastly, students will continue working on the Step Up to Writing paragraph structure. Information will be coming home sometime this week on what the Step Up to Writing structure is for you to refer to and use for assignments that are sent home.

Math:
We are moving through Ch. 9 rather smoothly and have begun working with adding and subtracting money. This week we will work on regrouping dimes or pennies, as well as, begin subtracting hundreds, tens, and ones. Students will also practice counting back by 1s, 10s, and 100s and regrouping tens and ones when they subtract. 
As always, practice those Math facts in the car, on the couch, before bed… any chance you can get please help your student build their knowledge of these facts and of the place value system. 
** Addition & subtraction up to 100.
** Flashcards are a great option and can easily be carried around with you .

Social Studies:
This week we will be reviewing for our Unit 4 Test on Friday, Jan. 13th. Please use the study guide that was sent home in your child’s Weekly Work Folder on Friday, Jan. 6th to prepare for the test.
In addition, students have been sharing their geography bulletin boards and they all have been looking great! Thank you for the support at home and the time and patience that went into this project!

Science:
We are wrapping up Ch. 3 this week and will begin preparing for our test that will be next week (Thursday, Jan. 19th). 

Religion:
We will be learning about moral choices and how God helps us make good choices. 
Starting next week, January 16th- 20th, we will begin testing the students on the “Act of Contrition.” This will be orally done, one-on-one, with either Mrs. A or myself. Keep in mind that there will be prompting if students get stuck, as well as, the opportunity to try again if the first go around is not a success. The most important thing is that they know the prayer and can recite it when they receive their Reconciliation!
Spelling Words
Long U vowel patterns (oo, ew): mood, too, drew, booth, grew, tool, few, igloo, moose, & tooth
Story Vocabulary
Familiar, creating, occasions, memories, imagination, & glamorous. 

Teacher Notes
Again, I can’t thank you enough for the extremely generous Christmas gifts! 

*Reminder that students will be lining up in the back of the school, behind our classroom, for the remainder of the school year. 

**Please continue to check your child’s Weekly Work Folder for tests that need to be signed, work that needs to be completed and returned, and class work that can be kept at home. We are still finding many folders full of work that has not been corrected or completed. 

Important Dates
Wednesday, January 11th: Mass Day; 2:15 dismissal
Friday, January 13th; Spelling & Reading Tests; Social Studies Unit 4 Test
Monday, January 16th: No School- MLK Jr. Day
Tuesday, January 17th – January 20th: Start testing students on “Act of Contrition”
Wednesday, January 18th: 12:25 dismissal
Thursday, January 19th: Science Ch. 3 Test; First Reconciliation Mtg. # 2, 7:00 pm
Friday, January 20th: Spelling & Reading Tests

Student Celebrations
Gabriel Galvez is this week’s Weekly Traveler. We are so excited to learn more about you!

Congratulations to the following who reached Outstanding last week:
Gabriel Galvez
Victor Gonzalez
Julia Marie Greely
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