International Update
Ms. Marshall’s 2nd Grade Class
January 23rd - 27th, 2012

What are we learning?

Language Arts:
We are reading a wonderful story this week titled, Office Buckle and Gloria. In this story, students will see that sometimes working as a team is better than working alone. Animals can be a part of that team with people. Talk with your child about ways people and animals can work together as a team to help reinforce this topic and our discussions in class at home. As we read this story, and other stories during silent reading time, students will be continue their practice of monitoring their comprehension by reading ahead to try and find out more information about the text. Reading ahead can include looking at the illustrations, which may provide clues about what you are reading. Looking ahead at the illustrations and reading ahead in the text can help you understand something that might be confusing. When you know what is coming later in the story, it can help you understand what is currently happening. We also will be continuing to practice identifying cause and effect as we read. 
This week, the grammar focus is on linking and helping verbs, as well as quotation marks. 
In writing, we are jumping right in to paragraphs using the Step Up to Writing structure. Students have been practicing identifying and creating topic sentences and will start looking at transition words and key/star ideas. 
	
Math:
We are getting to the end of Ch. 9 with a look at subtracting money by regrouping twice, using estimation to subtract, and problem solving. 

Overall, I feel that students are doing very well with the addition and subtraction of three-digit numbers with and without regrouping. However, many are still forgetting that if they borrow a group of ten from their neighbor, they need to show what they did by taking away. 

This is confusing to write so here is an example: If the problem was 256 
- 79 =? 
Students understand that they need to add 10 to the 6 in the ones column (making it 16) because you cannot take 9 away from 6, but they do not change the 5 in the tens column into a 4 to signify that they took a group of ten away from the 5 they started with. Once I ask them where they got the 10 to change 6 into 16 they realize what they need to do.
**Please practice this with your child if they are having difficulty with this (I hope I explained the situation alright for you all!). 
As always, practice those Math facts in the car, on the couch, before bed… any chance you can get please help your student build their knowledge of these facts and of the place value system. 
** Addition & subtraction up to 100.
** Flashcards are a great option and can easily be carried around with you .

Social Studies:
We will be reading about work and income this week. Students will learn about different occupations and explain how work provides income to purchase goods and services. 

Science:
Thank you to Mr. Phillips for leading a fun lab on fossils last Friday. This week, students will be learning about how rocks are used. We look forward to our lab on Friday with Mr. Robles. 

Religion:
Please continue practicing the “Act of Contrition” with your student and start preparing for the Sacrament of First Reconciliation Feb. 2nd & 4th. 

Spelling Words
Making words plural by adding –s or –es: rabbit (s), wish (es), lamp (s), chair (s), flower (s), bone (s), horse (s), lunch (es), phone (s), & dish (es)
Story Vocabulary
Accident, attention, buddy, enormous, obeys, & tips.

Teacher Notes
Please continue to check your child’s Weekly Work Folder for tests that need to be signed and class work that can be kept at home. We are still finding many folders full of work in the “Keep at Home” side of the red folder. We do not need these any more ; you may do with them as you wish!

**Next week is Catholic Schools Week and we have quite the line-up of fun activities for the students to participate in throughout the week. Please see important dates below.

Important Dates
Wednesday, January 25th: Mass 8:30 a.m.; Fr. Murray Basketball Tournament begins (ends 1/29)
Friday, January 28th: Weekly Reading & Spelling tests
Sunday, January 29th: Catholic Schools Week Mass 9 a.m.; St. Simon Open House 1 - 3; Catholic Schools Week begins
Tuesday, January 24th: 100th Day of School; 50th Anniversary
Wednesday, January 31st: Ch. 9 Math test; Matching Dress Day; Movie in the afternoon
Thursday, February 2nd: Blue & White St. Simon School Spirit Day; First Reconciliation (1st round)
Friday, January 3rd: Student Appreciation Day- Crazy hat/hair/sock day; TNT Dunk Assembly; Extra recess
Saturday, February 4th: First Reconciliation (2nd round)

Student Celebrations
Riley Simonsen is this week’s Weekly Traveler. We look forward to learning all about you!

Congratulations to the following who reached Outstanding last week:
Sabrina Robles, Diego Puerta, Stella Bronzini, Gabe Galvez, Mason Spencer, Bella Ahlheim, Victor Gonzalez, Samantha Phillips, Cassie Sherrill, Riley Simonsen, Mia Hawkins, Julia Marie Greely, Fiona Huang, & Aidan Clifford

All the students did a wonderful job last week in their new rows so they all deserve to be recognized in this week’s newsletter!
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