International Update
Ms. Marshall’s 2nd Grade Class
September 26 – 30, 2011

What are we learning?

Language Arts:
As we begin to wrap up Unit 1, we will read the story, Meet Rosina, and learn about how some friends have characteristics that are different from us. They have things that make them special. Our focus skill for this week is summarizing what we read by identifying the main idea. The main idea in a selection is the most important idea. Details or supporting information tell about the main idea. 
We will be starting to form small groups for our reading block to provide more one-on-one and small group interactions with the students. These groups are not permanent and will continuously change throughout the school year. 
During our writing block we will continue learning and practice using our “who,” “action,” “where,” “when,” and “what” words. Students will also begin using “how” words when they write sentences. Please talk with your student about these words, as they are extremely important in building a solid writing foundation. Ask them to find how words (adverbs) during their nightly reading or discuss the difference between verbs (action words) and adverbs (a difficult concept for many students ). 

Math:
This week, we are starting Chapter 2 which focuses on place value to 100, number words, and estimation. Place value can be a very hard concept for students to grasp, especially grouping 10 ones as 1 ten, so please work with your child on this. We are beginning the building blocks for everything else we will be learning about in Math this year.

Social Studies:
Now that all Grandparent Interviews have been turned in, we will be spending time this week sharing what we learned about our grandparents with the rest of the class. We finished up Lesson 3,“Tracing Our Family History,” and are working on creating a classroom museum of artifacts from each of our families. 
Vocabulary: ancestor, artifact, communication, community, and history, storyboard, event, time-line.

Science:
Students are continuing to learn about plant growth and how plants of the same kind can differ in size, shape, and color. Paul Sherrill and Malia Smith will be leading the class in a lab this Friday.
**Reminder, the Plant Growth Chart sent home 9/16 should be returned to school Friday, 9/30.

Religion:
We will be reading Session 4, “God’s Life for Us” this week. Students will explore the wonderful things God has given to them and talk about how they appreciate the good things in their lives. They will also be learning about Simeon of Jerusalem and The Holy Spirit. We will be starting review of Unit 1 in preparation for our test next week (a study guide will be coming home, as well as the textbook, Friday 9/30).

Spelling Words
Final consonant blends: -st, -mp, -nd, -sp, -nt, -lt, -ld, -lf, -pt, -sk, & -ft- sand, wept, gulf, whisk, best, lift, runt, camp, quilt, & crisp

Story Vocabulary
Cultures, deaf, signing, relatives, celebrate

Teacher Notes

I want to thank the Jordan family for responding to Room 2’s wish list and bringing in a Magic Tree House books on tape set for the class. Thank you very much! 

I apologize for taking so long on updating student levels on Raz-Kids. There was some trouble with transferring students from last year, but I should have these running by the end of the week and will let you know as soon as I do. 
Important Dates
Wednesday, September 28th: Mass Day; 2:15 dismissal
Friday, September 30th: Spelling quiz on final consonant blends; Weekly Reading quiz; Scholastic Book Orders are due; Plant Growth Chart is due
Tuesday, October 4th: Unit 1 Religion test
** A study guide and textbook will be sent home on Friday 9/30 to help prepare.

Student Celebrations
Our “Weekly Traveler” for this week is:
Cameron Wood.
We look forward to learning more about each of you and celebrating your contributions to our classroom!

Congratulations to the following students for reaching pink last week:
Matthew Karic
Fiona Huang
Mason Spencer
Stella Bronzini
Bella Ahlheim
Sabrina Robles
Paulina Garcia
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