International Update
Ms. Marshall’s 2nd Grade Class
September 12- 16, 2011

What are we learning?

Language Arts:
We continue Unit 1 with our focus this week on “Family Friends.” Family members, such as grandparents, can be close friends from whom we can learn a lot. Our focus skill for this week is identifying main idea. The main idea in a selection is the most important idea. Details or supporting information tell about the main idea. 

In grammar this week, we will learn about prefixes and how to write a friendly letter. The students will begin their first letters to their pen pals from Saint Christopher! 

During our writing block we will continue learning writer’s workshop procedures, as well as, practice using 3 and 4- part sentences, primarily focusing on how to “decorate” our sentences with adjectives. We will be doing a fun lesson using hard-boiled eggs to help describe what an Orca whale feels like!

Math:
This week, we are starting Chapter 3 Data & Graphs: Using Operations. We will be working with pictographs, bar graphs, surveys, circle graphs, Venn diagrams, and line plots. Students will also learn to read, record, and interpret data. 

Social Studies:
Thank you for sending in the four photographs of important events in your child’s life. We will be working on creating personal storyboards this week in connection with our lesson on “Tracing Our Family History.” Today, you will find in your child’s HW packet a grandparent interview consisting of 13 questions that your student should ask his/her grandparent by the Monday, September 26th. This will be a wonderful way for students to connect with their grandparents, as well as, be provided with a personal look into the past.  
Vocabulary: ancestor, artifact, communication, community, and history, storyboard, event, time-line.

Science:
Students have been learning a lot about the life cycle of a plant and inherit traits of plants that are passed down from the parent plant to the baby plant. This week, we will be continuing to look at these traits and learn how some they are influenced by the environment. Students also will be planting their own seeds this week and watching them as they grow.

Religion:
We will be reading Session 4, “God’s Life for Us” this week. Students will explore the wonderful things God has given to them and talk about how they appreciate the good things in their lives. They will also be learning about Simeon of Jerusalem and The Holy Spirit.

Spelling Words
Beginning consonant blends (sp, sc, sk, sm, sn, sw, st, tr, tw)

Story Vocabulary
Ancestors, heritage, local, native, reclaim, traditions

Teacher Notes
We are still trying to work out the best way to utilize the Math HW books. The first week, I had the students tear them out, but, as you saw, some pages were ripped and they looked like they had been dragged through the street for a few miles. Last week, I photocopied all of the pages needed for the weekly packet, but it left the HW books wasted. This week we are sending the students home with their HW book and will see how it goes. PLEASE do not let your child work on pages ahead of what has been written on the HW assignment sheet. I will be very disappointed.

Also, last week we had time constraints that caused us not to get all of the high frequency words done on our first Spelling test. These have been finished and will be coming home with last week’s Spelling and Math tests on Friday, Sept. 16th. 

Important Dates
Wednesday, September 14th: Mass; 2:15 dismissal
Friday, September 16th: Spelling quiz on beginning consonant blends; Weekly Reading test
September 19th-23rd: Bring in cake mix for all-school food drive; 
ITBS Testing
** Please make sure your child has plenty of rest and eats a hearty breakfast in the morning. Also, send them to school with enough snack and lunch to keep their energy up throughout the day!
Wednesday, September 21st: 12:25 dismissal
Monday, September 26th: Grandparent Interview due
Friday, September 30th: Scholastic book orders due

Student Celebrations
Congratulations to Stella Bronzini for reaching Outstanding last week!

Our Weekly Traveler this week is:
Max Wosczyna
We look forward to learning more about you this week!
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