International Update
Ms. Marshall’s 2nd Grade Class
October 31st – November 4th, 2011

What are we learning?

Language Arts:
Our story for this week is a nonfiction piece titled Fighting the Fire. In this piece, students will look at neighborhood workers and see how firefighters can be heroes in our community. The comprehension strategy we are working on this week is summarizing. Summarizing is when you retell only the most important ideas or events. One way to summarize is to tell about the main idea and key supporting details, which is our comprehension skill for the week. 

During our writing block we have been working on plural nouns and will begin looking at proper nouns, abbreviations, and compound words. 

Math:
We are taking our Ch. 4 test on Tuesday, November 1st and will begin Ch. 5 this week. Chapter 5 


Social Studies:
Students will practice identifying different types of maps, how to follow directions on a map, and what symbols and the compass rose mean. They will also be learning about cardinal directions. Utilize any opportunity you have to strengthen your student’s map skills! 

Science:
Students will begin reviewing for their Ch. 2 test next Friday, 11/11/11. They will also be participating in a life cycle relay as part of their review. We will have one more lab, led by Ms. Wetherbee, on animal life cycles. Please look for the study guide that will be coming home Friday, 11/4.

Religion:
Students will be taking their Unit 2 (Sessions 6 – 10) test next Tuesday, 11/8. This week students will be learning about the role of a deacon and a bishop, as well as, listen to the Parable of the Lost Sheep. 

Spelling Words
Long a vowel patterns (a_e, ai, ay, eigh, Trick pattern ea): crave, paint, crayon, train, flake, sleigh, eight, trail, steak, & sway.

Story Vocabulary
Flames, safe, containers, heat, & forest.

Teacher Notes
I hope that everyone had a wonderful Halloween. I was very sad to miss all of the students dressed up in their costumes yesterday, but can’t wait to see all the pictures!

Important Dates
Monday, October 31st: Halloween! Assembly/Parade & Class Party today!
Tuesday, November 1st: All Saints Day mass & parade; Math Ch. 4 Test
** A study guide was sent home in last week’s Weekly Work Folder.
Friday, November 4th: Weekly Spelling and Reading tests
Tuesday, November 8th: Unit 2 (sessions 6 – 10) Religion test
Friday, November 11th: Science Ch. 2 test; Weekly Reading and Spelling tests
Monday, November 14th: Turkey in Disguise project due
Thursday, November 17th: End of Trimester 1
Friday, November 18th: No school; Teacher Faith Formation
Monday, November 21st: Ch. 5 Math test (exact date subject to change)
Tuesday, November 22nd: 12:25 dismissal
Wednesday, November 23rd – Friday, November 25th: No school- Thanksgiving!
Monday, November 28th: Report cards distributed
Week of November 28th: Social Studies Unit 2 test (exact date tbd)
Friday, December 9th: Ch. 8 Math test (exact date subject to change)

Student Celebrations
Our Weekly Traveler this week is Austin Turkington. We look forward to learning all about you this week!

I would like to congratulate Fiona, Isabella M., Paulina, Natalija, Stella, & Mason for moving their clips all the way up to “Outstanding” last week.

* All students have been doing a wonderful job in behavior . We are having a lot more clips up on blue and purple by the end of the week.

** Please remind your student that remaining on green is not a bad thing and to not get upset if they do not move their clip up (think of the chart as the card system…. Green is the top card… if you go beyond green it shows that you are going above and beyond what is expected of you). I am looking for consistency in behaviors so that we can form good habits!
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