International Update
Ms. Marshall’s 2nd Grade Class
October 3rd – October 7th, 2011

What are we learning?

Language Arts:
We are coming into our final story in Unit 1, My Name Is Yoon, where we will learn about how some friends come from different places or cultures than we do. It takes time to make friends when we move to a new place. Our focus skill for this week is making and confirming predictions. When readers make a prediction, they use the text, the pictures, and what they know from real life to make a guess about what will happen next. When they confirm a prediction, they read on to find out whether or not the prediction they made was correct. 

During our writing block we will continue using who/what, when, where, action, and how words when writing complete sentences. 

Math:
This week in Ch. 2, the students will learn more about place value by focusing on ordering numbers to 100, estimating numbers to 100, rounding numbers to the nearest ten, even and odd numbers, and counting to 100 by 3s and 4s. 
We will have our second session of Mathletics this Tuesday! In case you have not noticed, your student’s username and password have been taped to the inside of their HW folder so that you will not lose this valuable information .  

Social Studies:
Thank you to those of you who sent in family artifacts, it is always fun learning more about our classmates! Even though it was not written on the HW assignment sheet, we will continue sharing artifacts if you wish to send in more or have not sent in anything yet. This week, we will be reading through Lesson 4, which focuses on comparing daily life now to daily life in the past. 
**This will be the final lesson in Unit 1, so students will begin preparing for their test that will take place the week of 10/17. 
Vocabulary: ancestor, artifact, communication, community, and history, storyboard, event, time-line.

Science:
Chapter 1 test is this Friday, 10/7. 
We will also be starting Ch. 2, which looks at the life cycles of various animals Students will learn that organisms produce offspring of their own kind and that the offspring resemble their parents and one another.
I want to say thank you to Mr. Sherrill and Mrs. Smith for the exciting lab last Friday. Vica Faba!!

Religion:
We have our Unit 1 quiz on Wednesday and will be starting Unit 2 with a look at Saint Anne and Saint Joachim and the Ten Commandments. 

Spelling Words
Silent e: late, poke, bite, make, bone, fume, dive, robe, mule, & size

Story Vocabulary
Cuddle, favorite, patient, practiced, settled, wrinkled

Teacher Notes
Book Fair starts Sunday, 10/9!! Students will have the chance to go during school hours on Tuesday, 10/11 from 10:25 – 11:20. 
See flyer in Tuesday envelope for more information.

Student levels have been updated on Raz-Kids. 
**To access Raz-Kids, go to Raz-Kids.com (or the link provided on our class page) and click on “login.” Type in my user name, LMarshallab and click “Go.” Find and click on your name from our class roster. There is also a copy of your child’s user name and password in their HW folder.

Important Dates

Wednesday, October 5th: Religion Unit 1 quiz; Service learning at 1:00; 2:15 dismissal
Friday, October 1st: Science Ch. 1 test; Spelling quiz on silent e; Weekly Reading test; All-school rosary at 1:50
Sunday, October 9th – Sunday, October 13th: Book Fair- Spooncer Hall
Monday, October 10th – Friday, October 14th: Parent-Teacher Conferences; 12:25 dismissal all week
Wednesday, October 19th: 12:25 dismissal
Friday, October 21st: No school, In-service Day!
Sunday, October 23rd – Saturday, October 29th: St. Simon’s 50th Anniversary
Monday, October 24th: St. Simon Golf Tournament- 12:25 dismissal


Student Celebrations
Our “Weekly Traveler” for this week is:
Drew Carroll.
We look forward to learning more about each of you and celebrating your contributions to our classroom!

Congratulations to the following students for reaching pink last week:
Max Wosczyna
Bella Matusich
Sabrina Robles
Paulina Garcia
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