International Update
Ms. Marshall’s 2nd Grade Class
October 24th- October 28th, 2011

What are we learning?

Language Arts:
Our story for this week is another realistic fiction piece titled Tomas and the Library Lady. In this story, students are asked to think about the people in our lives or in our community who do special things and are heroes for how they help others. We will be working this week on identifying cause and effect as we read. A cause is why something (an event) happens and an effect is what happens. Ex. Joe’s alarm didn’t go off so we were late to school. Cause: Joe’s alarm didn’t go off; Effect: we were late to school. We took notes on clue words that can help us find cause and effect in what we read, as well as, questions we can ask ourselves as we read to help us find cause and effect. 

We are doing some fun Halloween writing activities this week. We will continue working on our descriptive writing piece on a haunted house, will write letters to a pumpkin who we carved into a jack-o-lantern, and will develop Halloween stories using story elements (plot, character, setting, problem and solution).

Math:
We are coming to a close on Chapter 4 and will be having our test next Tuesday, 11/1. Look for the Ch. 4 study guide that will be coming home in Friday’s Weekly Work folder. We are wrapping up the chapter by looking at estimating sums and adding three addends. 

Social Studies:
This week, students will continue learning about the land around us by focusing on reading a map grid and being able to recognize different types of maps. Students will learn the differences between urban, suburban, and rural areas and will read the story, Me on the Map.

Science:
This week, students will be learn that there are variations among individuals of one kind within a population. This is our last lesson in Ch. 2, so we will be having our Ch. 2 Science test the week of 11/7. A study guide will come home on Friday, 11/4. 
I also would like to say a big THANK YOU to all who have signed up to be Science lab docents this year. Your help and support is very much appreciated!!

Religion:
We are learning about the Parable of the Banquet this week. Students are learning how to say “yes” to following God. 

Spelling Words
Words with consonant digraphs (ph, gh, & tch): phone, dolphin, watch, trophy, rough, photo, tough, laugh, phonics, & orphan

Story Vocabulary
Finally, thorny, glaring, peeked, lap, & eager

Teacher Notes

Reminder that Raz-Kids is set up and ready for students to use. Please see their HW folders for their username and password. 
**To access Raz-Kids, go to Raz-Kids.com (or the link provided on our class page) and click on “login.” Type in my user name, LMarshallab and click “Go.” Find and click on your name from our class roster.

Important Dates
Wednesday, October 26: Generations Day; 2:15 dismissal
Friday, October 28th: Plaid day; IHM & Alumni Staff Teacher Mass; Weekly Spelling & Reading tests
Monday, October 31st: Halloween- Students may come in their costumes; Please see email sent out regarding appropriate costume attire
Tuesday, November 1st: All-Saints Day; Ch. 4 Math test; 50th day of school- students can wear a gold or yellow t-shirt with their school pants
Monday, 11/7 – Friday, 11/11: Food drive- 2nd grade is in charge of bringing in jello

Student Celebrations
Stella Bronzini is Room 2’s Weekly Traveler. We are excited to learn more about you this week!

I would like to congratulate Paulina and Fiona for moving their clips all the way up to “Outstanding” last week.

** Please remind your student that remaining on green is not a bad thing and to not get upset if they do not move their clip up (think of the chart as the card system…. Green is the top card… if you go beyond green it shows that you are going above and beyond what is expected of you). I am looking for consistency in behaviors so that we can form good habits!
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