International Update
Ms. Marshall’s 2nd Grade Class
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What are we learning?

Language Arts:
This week we will be looking at the fairytale, Abuelo and the Three Bears. As we read this story, will be learning how to summarize what we read. When we summarize a story or an article, we tell what it is mostly about in our own words by restating only the most important facts and details. The students will be learning a great summarizing trick that can be used for fictional pieces, Somebody Wanted But So Then (ex. Three Little Pigs = Somebody (The Pigs) Wanted (To build their own houses) But (The Big, Bad Wolf kept blowing them down) So (The third pig built his house out of brick and the wolf couldn’t blow it down) Then (The wolf tried going down the chimney and fell into a pot of boiling soup)).
Students will be writing a second narrative story about the year Santa got stuck in their chimney and they had to save Christmas. We will be talking about characters, setting, and plot (beginning, middle, and end). 
This week, the grammar focus is on present-tense verbs and the use of commas in a series. 

Math:
This week we are wrapping up Ch. 8, place value up to 1,000, with a test on Friday, Dec. 9th. A study guide went home in each student’s Weekly Work folder last Friday Dec. 2nd. 
As always, practice those Math facts in the car, on the couch, before bed… any chance you can get please help your student build their knowledge of these facts and of the place value system. 
** Addition & subtraction up to 100.
** Flashcards are a great option and can easily be carried around with you .

Social Studies:
This week, we are starting Unit 4, which looks at how we use our resources.
*Reminder: Unit 2 S.S. Project is due Tuesday, Dec. 13th

Science:
We are moving right through Unit 2, Earth Science, this week by looking at soil. Students will learn how soil is made, the different types of soil, and how animals help soil. 

Religion:
Nov. 27th marked the start of Advent. Please talk with your child about what Advent is/means to further solidify what they will be learning about and discussing in class. This week we will begin learning the “Act of Contrition” in preparation for Reconciliation!

Spelling Words
Long O vowel patterns (o_e, oe, & oa): rope, doe, toad, echo, throne, hoe, toast, stove, tiptoe, & cocoa

Story Vocabulary
Medium, stubborn, noticed, cozy, arrive, & argue

Teacher Notes
Please send an cleaned out/empty glass food jar (about the size of a tomato sauce jar or pickle jar) with your child by Wednesday, Dec. 7th. We will be using them for a class project . Thank you!

We have three families that we are fortunate enough to help make Christmas extra special for this year. Each student was assigned a family member and a gift (information sheets went home in Tuesday, Nov. 22nd’s Weekly Work folder). These gifts are due no later than Wednesday, Dec. 14th.

Also, continue to check your child’s Weekly Work folder for tests that need to be signed and class work that can be kept at home. We are still finding many folders full of work, including study guides/Giving Tree information sheets/S.S. project, in the “Keep at Home” side of the folder. We do not need these any more ; you may do with them as you wish!

Important Dates
Tuesday, December 6th: Feast of St. Nicholas- Bring in an extra shoe for a treat from St. Nick!
Wednesday, December 7th: Cleaned out/empty glass jar due; 2:15 dismissal; NO Mass
Thursday, December 8th: Feast of the Immaculate Conception- Mass day
Friday, December 9th: Ch. 8 Math test; Weekly spelling and reading tests
Tuesday, December 13th: Social Studies Unit 2 Project due
Wednesday, December 14th: Giving Tree family gifts are due
Thursday, December 15th: Christmas Performance 1:15 and 6:45
Friday, December 16th: Plaid day; Mass and Bishop’s blessing of new building!; 12:25 dismissal; Christmas break begins!

Student Celebrations
Carson Smith is our Weekly Traveler this week. We look forward to learning more about you this week!

Congratulations to the following students for reaching Outstanding last week:
Fiona, Gabriel, Nataljia, Sabrina, Mason, Drew, & Julia Marie

** Please remind your student that remaining on green is not a bad thing and to not get upset if they do not move their clip up (think of the chart as the card system…. Green is the top card… if you go beyond green it shows that you are going above and beyond what is expected of you).
** I am looking for consistency in behaviors so that we can form good habits!
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