International Update
Ms. Marshall’s 2nd Grade Class
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What are we learning?

Language Arts:
We are continuing through Unit 3 with the story, Music of the Stone Age, a nonfiction article that allows students to see that music and art are ways a person can express thoughts, ideas, and emotions. We will be looking at the comprehension strategy of generating questions, as well as, practice identifying author’s purpose. Asking questions helps readers to determine the most important information in a selection. Identifying the author’s purpose helps readers figure out how they should read a selection. Authors write for three main reasons: to entertain, to inform, or to persuade. It is the reason why an author writes a text. 
In writing, students are finishing up their “Santa’s Stuck” stories.

Math:
We are moving through Ch. 9 this week with a look at adding 3-digit numbers, with and without regrouping, and identify/counting patterns of 1s, 10s, and 100s. 
As always, practice those Math facts in the car, on the couch, before bed… any chance you can get please help your student build their knowledge of these facts and of the place value system. 
** Addition & subtraction up to 100.
** Flashcards are a great option and can easily be carried around with you .

Social Studies:
Students will learn about how people got their food long ago. Students will read about pioneer families and crops and tools from long ago.

*Reminder:  S.S. Unit 2 projects are due Tuesday, Dec. 13th! 
The ones we have gotten already have turned out wonderful! 
Science:
This week we will be learning all about fossils. Students will read about why people study fossils and how fossils are made.

Religion:
This week student’s have a test on concepts and information they learned about in Unit 3. When studying, refer to the study guide sent home on Friday, 12/09 in their Weekly Work folder and uploaded on to our class page online. Students will begin working in their First Reconciliation booklets in preparation for receiving the Sacrament. Now is a good time to start talking about this special Sacrament and about their spiritual journey to the receiving First Reconciliation. Lastly, start practicing the “Act of Contrition” with your child. Students will be tested when we come back to school in January. 

Spelling Words
Long-O vowel patterns (ough, ow): crow, mow, elbow, pillow, dough, know, though, glow, narrow, & below
Story Vocabulary
Impossible, pleasant, talent, & treasures.

Teacher Notes
Thank you to those of you who have sent in your Advent family gifts. 
Please do not forget that these are due by Wednesday, Dec. 14th!! 

Room 2 is having a class book exchange on Friday, Dec. 16th. Please read the information sheet that is going home in the Homework Folder. It has also been uploaded to the class page in case it gets misplaced.

Please continue to check your child’s Weekly Work Folder for tests that need to be signed and class work that can be kept at home. We are still finding many binders full of work in the “Keep at Home” side of the folders. We do not need these any more ; you may do with them as you wish!

Important Dates
Tuesday, December 13th: S.S. Unit 2 Projects due
Wednesday, December 14th: Giving Tree gifts are due 
Thursday, December 15th: Christmas play 1:15 (siblings & grandparents) & 6:45 (parents only- students should be at school by 6:15)
Friday, December 16th: 12:25 dismissal; Class book exchange; Bishop’s blessing at 10:00!
Enjoy your Christmas Break! See you on Jan. 2nd!

Student Celebrations
We have no Weekly Traveler this week. 

Congratulations to Sabrina Robles for reaching Outstanding last week. I also want to acknowledge the entire class for being so well behaved all week last week. We did not have one person below Great Job by Friday!

** As always, I ask you to please remind your student that remaining on green is not a bad thing and to not get upset if they do not move their clip up (think of the chart as the card system…. Green is the top card… if you go beyond green it shows that you are going above and beyond what is expected of you).
** I am looking for consistency in behaviors so that we can form good habits!
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