International Update
Ms. Marshall’s 2nd Grade Class
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What are we learning?

Language Arts:
This week we will be reading the story, Alvin Ailey Kids. We will be looking at summarizing what we read through the skill of visualizing. When we summarize a story or an article, we tell what it is mostly about in our own words by restating only the most important facts and details. Visualizing is important because it helps us remember the important parts of a story or article and helps us understand the topic. 
In Writing, students will be looking at the purpose of advertisements and create their own advertisement for either Santa’s sleigh or Santa’s suit. We will also begin creating Christmas stories about what we would do if Santa got stuck in our chimney on Christmas Eve! 
Our grammar focus this week is present-tense verbs, suffixes, and endings.

Math:
We are moving right into Ch. 8 this week, which looks at place value up to 100 and three-digit expanded form.
As always, practice those Math facts in the car, on the couch, before bed… any chance you can get to help your student build their knowledge of these facts and of the place value system. 
** Addition & subtraction up to 100.
** Flashcards are a great option and can easily be carried around with you .

Social Studies:
We are wrapping up Unit 2 with our test this Thursday Dec. 1st. Please use the study guide that was sent home last Tuesday, Nov. 22nd in the Weekly Work Folders. Students will be tested on Unit 2 material as well as the seven continents, two oceans, and major landforms and countries in North America. On Wednesday, the students will practice their map skills by participating in a hands-on activity where they will be making edible maps using tortillas, frosting, twizzlers (Mississippi River), and mini chocolate chips (mountain ranges). 
*Reminder: Unit 2 S.S. Project is due Tuesday, Dec. 13th

Science:
We are continuing Unit 2, Earth Science, with a look at how and what causes rocks to change. Mr. Wosczyna will be leading the lab this Friday.

Religion:
Today we began talking about Advent since Sunday, Nov. 27th was the first Sunday in Advent. As a class, we talked about the Jesse Tree, Advent Wreaths, and Advent Calendars. Each student also made their own Advent Chain to take home and help them count down to the birth of Jesus Christ. Please talk with your child about Advent and incorporate an Advent Wreath into your Christmas decorations around the house. Dec. 1st marks the start of Advent. We will also begin looking at the Sacrament of Reconciliation this week.

Spelling Words
Sounds of Y (y as /i/ = try and y as /e/ = bunny; change y to i and add –es): dry, candy, July, cloudy, my, berry, spy, parties, study, & sticky

Story Vocabulary
Perform, effort, mood, remember, & proud

Teacher Notes
I hope that everyone had a wonderful and relaxing Thanksgiving break!

Giving Tree Families have been assigned and each student was given a particular gift to bring in. Please see the information sheet that I typed up regarding the gift item and any necessary information you may need to purchase this item that was put in your student’s Weekly Work folder last Tuesday, Nov. 22nd.
· Reminder: these gifts are due no later then:
·  Wednesday, Dec. 14th.

Please continue to check your child’s Weekly Work folder for tests that need to be signed and class work that can be kept at home. We are still finding many folders full of work in the “Keep at Home” side of the folder. We do not need these any more ; you may do with them as you wish!

Report cards: When reviewing your child’s report card, please keep in mind that a 2 does not mean that your child is struggling in a particular area. A 2 is exactly where they should be after the first trimester of the school year. Our goal is to reach a 3 in most areas by the end of 2nd grade. A 4 is very, very rare as it means that the student is exceeding grade-level expectations.

Important Dates
Sunday, November 27th: First Sunday in Advent
Monday, November 28th: Report cards distributed
Thursday, December 1st: Social Studies Unit 2 test
Friday, December 2nd: Weekly Spelling and Reading tests

Tuesday, December 13th: Social Studies Unit 2 Project due
Wednesday, December 14th: Giving Tree family gifts are due
Thursday, December 15th: Christmas Performance 1:15 and 6:45
Friday, December 16th: 12:25 dismissal; Christmas break begins!

Student Celebrations
Raayan Dhall is this week’s Weekly Traveler. We look forward to learning all about you!

** Please remind your student that remaining on green is not a bad thing and to not get upset if they do not move their clip up (think of the chart as the card system…. Green is the top card… if you go beyond green it shows that you are going above and beyond what is expected of you).
** I am looking for consistency in behaviors so that we can form good habits!
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