CELEBRATING OUR ROOTS

As you know, this year is the 50th anniversary of the founding of our school.  What a great opportunity this presents for our students and school community to remember, discover, and celebrate the people, events, culture, vision, and hard work that have made our school what it is today.

It is no accident that we celebrate Grandparents’ Day during our week-long  celebration at the end of October.  That is a day of honoring our students’ family histories.  Taking the time to be with our elders, listen to their stories, and learn from their wisdom shapes who we are as persons.

Later in that same week, alumnae and former teachers and administrators will be visiting at school.  What a great opportunity this provides you, as parents, to foster your child’s understanding and appreciation of the founding pastor and sisters and of the subsequent history leading to the school as we know it today.  This history is part of the making of who your child is as a student at this school.  While your child’s ability to absorb and understand will depend partly upon his/her age, below are some of the things that you can do during this week and throughout this year.
• 
Show enthusiasm and interest in what is happening during the 50th anniversary week

• 
Take the time to speak of the history of our school -- let them tell you what they know about it and foster their curiosity 

• 
Participate in the various Masses and celebrations, listening to the stories, meeting some of the history-makers, and fostering a sense of honor and appreciation for our school’s roots

•   Encourage your child to greet, and perhaps speak with, visitors (e.g. former students, teachers, IHM sisters) on campus during our anniversary week

•
Share your own educational experience and compare and contrast with St. Simon School


        Look for similar characteristics among the generations.

Did you go to Catholic school?  If so, what of your experience there made you want to send your child to Catholic School or to St. Simon in particular?  If not, why are you choosing to send your child here?  Share your stories.  

•  
Reflect on the fact that both traditions and change are important in being true to our roots:  What traditions do you want your children to have?  What are some of the changes over the years that you value?

• 
Connect this with other celebrations, like birthdays, wedding anniversaries, civic events – that honor what gave birth and life to our current experience

•   Help your child to understand/appreciate the expanse of 50 years.

All of our SLEs (Schoolwide Learning Expectations) will be addressed as you engage with your child about the above questions, stories, and values, perhaps most predominantly “inquisitiveness” and “spirituality.”  Three websites that might enhance your sharing are:

Teaching Children A Love of History
http://www.localschooldirectory.com/k-12-articles/119
A Brief Overview of Catholic Schools in America

http://www.ncea.org/about/historicaloverviewofcatholicschoolsinamerica.asp
History of Catholic Education in the United States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Catholic_education_in_the_United_States#Spanish_colonies
