Saint Simon Parish School
Eighth Grade 		Language Arts Syllabus    	2010 – 2011

Mrs. Michelle Nealon			Voicemail: 650-968-9952 x29
Room 16					E-mail: mnealon@stsimon.org

Focus of Language Arts program:
Spelling:  etymology of words, prefixes, suffixes, roots; knowing and understanding the spelling rules; using words in context; tests weekly on 25 words, plus five bonus words.
Vocabulary: systematic approach using words effectively and flexibly.  A study of the nuances of word’s meanings; includes prefixes, suffixes, root words, using words in context; test every two weeks on 20 words.
Grammar: primary focus is on sentence construction with usage of appositives, verbal phrases, infinitives, independent and subordinate clauses, adjectival and adverbial clauses, compound and complex sentences.  Will also review key parts of speech and their functions throughout the year.  Diagnostic tests at the beginning f each chapter, with quizzes and tests throughout the chapter.
Literature:  expectation is that student swill be thoroughly familiar with the basic element of story grammar.  They are required to 1) evaluate the structural elements of a plot; 2) compare and contrast the motivations and reactions of literary characters; 3) analyze the relevance of the setting; 4) identify and analyze recurring themes; and 5) identify elements of the writer’s style.  In addition to understanding the structural elements of a novel, the students are expected to understand the purposes and characteristics of different types of poetry: ballad, lyric, couplet, epic, and sonnet.  The students should be able to do extensive independent reading by the end of Eighth grade.
Writing: of the eleven types of essays (narrative, evaluation, persuasive, informative, argumentative, expository, comparison, literary analysis, cause and effect, descriptive, and process) we will practice each at least once, and the more difficult to master more than once.  All essays in Eighth grade are controlled by a thesis with well supported details or evidence from the text, as well as writing features such as transitions, parallelism, a consistent point of view, and usage of figurative language.  All essays are of 500 – 750 words, typed.

Texts:
Literature, Reading and Language – Pearson
Writing and Grammar – Prentice Hall
Everyday Spelling – Prentice Hall
Vocabulary for Achievement – Great Source

Novels:
Across Five Aprils by Irene Hunt
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanette Wakatsuki & James Houston
Night by Elie Wiesel

Projects:
T1: Book Report – Bibliography
T2: Research Paper
T3: Consumer Information 

Grade Breakout:  All assignments  are graded on appoint basis.  Work will be weighted as:
Spelling: 20% workbook and class work; 30% homework and writing assignments; 50% Tests.
Vocabulary,  Grammar & Writing:  10% participation; 15% workbook and class work; 30% homework and writing; 45% tests and quizzes.
Literature: 15% class work; 15% participation; 30% tests and quizzes; 40% essays and homework.

Important Notes:
1. Homework:  Homework will be assigned each class period and given specific due dates.  All homework can be found on the website and students are responsible for checking the board in the classroom for updates.  All essays are to be typed (even rough draft) and all other work is to be in blue or black ink.  Incomplete or late homework may be submitted for 75% credit only one day after the original due date.  All essays / written assignments not turned in on the due date will decline in grade credit of one full letter grade for each day it is late.  All homework should include the student’s name, date, block, subject, and type of writing assignment.
2. Essays / Papers:  All papers must be typed, double –spaced, and written in 12 pt. Times Roman font and are due on the assigned date.  MLA format requirements for citations should be followed.   
3. Absences: Students who are absent are responsible for making up all assignments and for getting class note from a peer.  All assignments should be submitted within the time period missed.  For example, if a student is sick for three days, he/she has three days to turn in assignments, unless alternate arrangements are made with the teacher.   It is the student’s responsibility to  make arrangements for the make-up exams.
4. Unexcused absences:  A student may not make up assignment, quiz, test, or major paper due to an unexcused absence or tardy.  The consequence is a grade of zero.
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