Sixth Grade Social Studies

Mrs. Van Meter

Mrs. Becky Van Meter

Room 11

Phone Number: 650-968-9952 x 25

E-mail: becofkey@aol.com
Objectives:

The sixth grade Social Studies is based on the California State Standards. Students in grade six expand their understanding of history by studying the people  and events that ushered in the dawn of the major Western and non-Western ancient civilizations. Geography is of special significance in the development of the human story. Continued emphasis is placed on the everyday lives, problems, and political structures, as well as in establishing and spreading ideas that helped transform the world forever. Students develop higher levels of critical thinking by considering why civilizations developed where and when, they became dominant, and why they declined. Students analyze the interactions among the various cultures, emphasizing their enduring contributions and the link, despite time, between the contemporary and ancient worlds.  

Text: World History: Ancient Civilizations – McDougal Littell
Additional Materials:  

Students are required to have the following materials in class by Tuesday, September 2nd:

1. A pencil pouch containing:  blue/black pen (no gel pens), a red pen (to correct homework), colored pencils  highlighters, and markers, scissors, and glue stick

2.  Social Studies copybook,  Social Studies review question copybook, and Infraction folder.

3. Materials must be brought to class each day with your text and homework.

Class Policies

Homework: Homework will be assigned almost every class period and given a specific due date. Homework is to be turned in at the beginning of class on the day that it is due. All homework is to be written in blue or black ink, or typed (if requested by Mrs. Van Meter). A computer or computer printer problem is not an excuse for a late assignment. 

Late Homework: If homework is one day late, the student will receive an infraction and the assignment will receive partial credit of 75% if all homework requirements are met. Late homework must have a “Late Homework Form” attached to the assignment. Homework not turned in two days after the due date will receive a zero.

Projects: All projects must be turned in on the due date. If you turn in a late project, the final grade will be affected. For each day that the project is late, the final grade will be reduced by one-half grade. For instance, a B project that is one day late will be reduced to a B-. 

Excused Absences: Students are responsible for completing all assignments within the time period missed. For example, if a student is sick for two days, he/she has two days to turn in assignments, unless alternate arrangements are made with me. The same policy applies to tests. All absent work must be turned in with an “Absent Work Form” attached to the assignment(s).

Note: It is the student’s responsibility to see me for missed work and to make arrangements for the make-up exam.

Unexcused Absences: A student may NOT make up any assignment, quiz, test, or major paper due to an unexcused absence or tardy. The consequence is a grade of zero. 

Class Participation: As with all things that we do, participation is a major part of your learning experience. Students should come to class with all necessary materials and work completed. Students should be prepared to participate in class discussions and take notes. Participation will be factored into the student’s final trimester grade. 

Behavior: The classroom is a learning environment built on the foundation of respect. This means that we respect ourselves, we respect others, and we respect property. I will not tolerate disrespect. 

Cheating/Plagiarism: Honesty, per St. Simon’s Student Learning Expectations of honor and character, is expected from all of my students; therefore, cheating of any form will not be tolerated. All work must be one’s own work. 

Grading Policy

All assignments are graded on a point basis. Work will be weighted as follows:

Homework
                                                            20%

Projects




          20%

Participation and Class work

          10%

Tests and quizzes

                                   50%

The school grading scale system is:

100-96 = A

95-92 = A-

91-89 = B+



88-85 = B
            84-82 = B- 

81-78 = C+


77-74 = C
            73-70 = C-                  69-67 = D+


66-64 = D
            63-60 = D-
            59-below = F

Student Responsibilities: 

It is your responsibility to:

1. Read and follow all school policies set forth in the Parent-Student Handbook

2. Inform me of any planned absences

3. Be prepared for class everyday

4. Ensure that your assignments are complete, neat and legible.

5. Obtain class notes and turn in assignments due to absence

6. Schedule tests missed due to an excused absence on the day of your return

Extra help is available before school or at lunch by appointment only. (Except on yard duty days, which are (Wednesdays) Call or email Mrs. van Meter if you would like to make an appointment.
Dear Student and Parents, 

I am looking forward to a great year in Social Studies. It is my goal to help students understand the Ancient Civilizations. By signing this document, you are acknowledging that you have read the entire document and understand what is expected of you in Social Studies this year. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or need clarification on any of my policies. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this document and I appreciate your support in our future endeavors as a class!

Mrs. Van Meter

Date: _________________________

Student’s Name: _________________________________________________________

Student Signature: _______________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________________________________ 

**Please return this document to Mrs. Van Meter by Friday, September 5th, 2008**

