
8th grade US History

Objectives: 	
1. The 8th grade curriculum is designed to help students understand the major events preceding the founding of the nation and relate their significance to the development of American constitutional democracy, analyze the political principles underlying the US Constitution, the Declaration of Independence, how citizens participate in the political system, US foreign policy, the influence of Industrialism and immigration, effects of slavery, westward expansion, the Civil War, Reconstruction era, WWI, and the Industrial Revolution.   

2. Cover the California State Standards for 8th grade US History.  Each Lesson will cover at least one standard.

3. Promote critical thinking through spiraled curriculum, cooperative learning, historical analysis, engage students with primary sources, use theory of multiple intelligences to differentiate instruction, reading skill development, develop writing fluency, use graphic organizational tools  for note-taking, use pre and post assessments to document understanding of the material.

4. Prepare (academically) for the Washington D.C. trip.

5. Reinforce higher order thinking:  intellectual reasoning, reflection, and research skills.

6. Most of the work required to complete this course will be done in class via group efforts and individual reflections.  Studying and preparing for tests, projects, and long-term assignments should be expected as homework.

Texts:
History Alive!:  The United States Through Industrialism – Teachers’ Curriculum Institute 2005
History Alive!:  Interactive Student Notebook		

Specific Required Materials for US History Class:
Dedicated US History copybook
2 dividers (labeled US History Handouts and Us Histroy Tests/Quizzes)
Miscellaneous materials may need to be brought in on occasion for the purpose of presentations or props.


Please initial here to acknowledge your understanding of the US History Class.
______Student    _________Parent
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